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The Essex, after a cruise of unusual activity and often exposed to the
severest weather both in the tropic and temperate zones, returns in an almost
perfect condition save ordinary wear and tear, and could again be despatched
at once on distant service. All this is most gratifying evidence of the excel-
lent qualities of the ship, the faithful manner in which she was fitted and her
able and careful management. The fact that she has sailed and steamed over
40,000 miles, without losing a spar or sail, is a high compliment to her officers
and crew, especially to the apprentice boys who composed the greater part
of the latter.

I am glad to know you have had a ship of which you may well feel proud,
that you have had faithful, skillful officers to second you, and a crew whose
conduct has left behind them a good name at all places visited and whose
seamanlike qualities have been so manifestly marked and indicated in the
admirable condition of the ship which they have handled.

To you and to all under your command the Department tenders its con-
gratulations and thanks.

I am, sir, very respectfully yours,

K. W. THOMPSON,

Commander WINFIELD S. SCHLEY, U. S. N.,                Secretary of the Navy.

Commanding U. S. S. Essex,
League Island, Pa.

This letter was read to the officers and crew of the Essex at
general muster, and to it was added the commander's gratifica-
tion and thanks to the officers and men for their loyal help and
care in earning the department's commendation for the work of
the cruise just ended. On October 24th the commander was
detached and the Essex went out of commission.

In those days the ship's company were required to strip the
ship "to a gantline," preliminary to detachment, and this was
done by the crew of the Essex prior to their discharge at the end
of their long and active cruise.eport of the qualities of that
